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Rule XXVIII § 1104 
RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

the commencement of such negotiation or agree-
ment of future employment or compensation. 

4. A Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner, and an officer or employee to whom this 
rule applies, shall recuse himself or herself from 
any matter in which there is a conflict of inter-
est or an appearance of a conflict for that Mem-
ber, Delegate, Resident Commissioner, officer, or 
employee under this rule and shall notify the 
Committee on Ethics of such recusal. A Member, 
Delegate, or Resident Commissioner making 
such recusal shall, upon such recusal, submit to 
the Clerk for public disclosure the statement of 
disclosure under clause 1 with respect to which 
the recusal was made. 

This rule was added in the 110th Congress by Public Law 110–81 (121 
Stat. 751). In the 111th Congress clause 1 was amended to apply also 
to non-returning Members and a gender-based reference was eliminated 
(secs. 2(k), 2(l), H. Res. 5, Jan. 6, 2009, p. 7). This rule was amended in 
the 112th Congress to reflect a change in committee name (sec. 2(e)(8), 
H. Res. 5, Jan. 5, 2011, p. 80). See also section 17 of the Stop Trading 
on Congressional Knowledge Act of 2012 (P.L. 112–105). 

RULE XXVIII 

(RESERVED.) 

The rule ‘‘Statutory Limit on Public Debt’’ was repealed in the 112th 
Congress (sec. 2(d)(2), H. Res. 5, Jan. 5, 2011, p. 80). 
For its text and history, see § 1104 of the House Rules 
and Manual for the 111th Congress (H. Doc. 110–162). 

§ 1104. Former rule on 
public debt limit. 
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Rule XXIX § 1105–§ 1105a 
RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

RULE XXIX 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

1. The provisions of law that constituted the 
Rules of the House at the end of the 
previous Congress shall govern the 
House in all cases to which they are 
applicable, and the rules of par-

liamentary practice comprised by Jefferson’s 
Manual shall govern the House in all cases to 
which they are applicable and in which they are 
not inconsistent with the Rules and orders of the 
House. 

2. In these rules words importing one gender 
include the other as well. 

Clause 1 was adopted in 1837 (V, 6757), and amended January 3, 1953, 
p. 24, when it was also renumbered. When the House recodified its rules 
in the 106th Congress, clause 1 was transferred from former rule XLII 
and was modified to reference all provisions of law comprising House rules 
at the end of the previous Congress (a compilation of which is included 
in §§ 1127–1130, infra); and clause 2 was added (H. Res. 5, Jan. 6, 1999, 
p. 47). This rule was redesignated as rule XXVII in the 107th Congress 
(sec. 2(s), H. Res. 5, Jan. 3, 2001, p. 24), redesignated as rule XXVIII in 
the 108th Congress (sec. 2(t), H. Res. 5, Jan. 7, 2003, p. 7), and redesignated 
as rule XXIX in the 110th Congress (sec. 301, P.L. 110–81). Clause 2 was 
amended in the 111th Congress when gender-based references throughout 
the rules were eliminated (sec. 2(l), H. Res. 5, Jan. 6, 2009, p. 7). The 
importance of Jefferson’s Manual as an authority in congressional proce-
dure has been discussed (VII, 1029, 1049; VIII, 2501, 2517, 2518, 3330). 

3. If a measure or matter is publicly available 
at an electronic document reposi-
tory operated by the Clerk, it shall 
be considered as having been avail-

able to Members, Delegates, and the Resident 
Commissioner for purposes of these rules. 

This clause was added in the 112th Congress (sec. 2(c)(2), H. Res. 5, 
Jan. 5, 2011, p. 80), and amended in the 115th Congress to specify the 

§ 1105a. Layover 
satisfied by electronic 
availability. 

§ 1105. Relations of 
Jefferson’s Manual 
and provisions of law 
to the Rules of the 
House. 
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